NATURAL  VERSUS   SUPERNATURAL

without, hut which a cut-throat during the last mo-
ments of his life upon the scaffold may, by what
is called an act of faith and repentance, obtain!
Against such notions I am directing my argument; I
am urging that the sentiment of religion is the same
in all ages and lands, differing in its outward forms,
but not in its inward essence, just as the senti-
ment of patriotism or of loyalty is the same. How-
is a reasonable man to favor any scheme that rules
out the religion of Plato and Zeno and Seneca and
Kpietetus and Cicero and Lucretius, or of Spinossa
or of Darwin, as of no avail, as only snares of Satan ?
The flowering of man's spiritual nature is as natural
and as strict a process of evolution as the opening
of a rose or a morning-glory. The vital inflorescent
forces are from within, and are continuous from the
root up. IIul there is this difference: While the
plant must have a congenial environment, light,
warmlh, etc., the human flowering often takes place
amid Ihe most adverse surroundings, but no more so
in the religious sphere than in the intellectual.

Neither would I say that the i4 conversion " upon
which our Puritan ancestors laid such stress, and
which is so dramatically illustrated in the case of
Paul, was not genuine*. It was genuine to them, but
it was entirely a subjective phenomenon, like the
faith cures we now often hoar about; it was the
power of the imagination working upon the con-
science* It is not a necessary or universal experi-55n of
